Management considerations for the pregnant or nursing emergency patient.
It is important to realize the risk-benefit ratio in all therapeutic modalities in any patient and that these variables vary from patient to patient as do circumstances. The emergency patient who is pregnant or nursing should not be feared or be denied appropriate treatment. It is always best to err on the side of safety and remain conservative. The dental problem can usually be treated with the use of adequate local anaesthesia and supplemental nitrous oxide in the second or third trimester. Nevertheless, situations arise that may warrant consultation with the patient's physician or specialist. This brief overview should refamiliarize the dental practitioner with the medications available to treat the gravid patient. It is important to have an understanding of our common therapeutics as well as the inherent treatment risks and benefits as they relate to the changing maternal-fetal physiology.